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RESOLUTION 2008-1007
A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S AND COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S APPOINTMENT OF WILLIAM CARL “WC” GENTRY AS A MEMBER OF THE JOURNEY OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE, PURSUANT ORDINANCE 2008-555-E, SECTION 13, FOR A FIRST TERM ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2011; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,  the  Jacksonville Journey Oversight Committee was created in Ordinance 2008-555-E whose purpose is to oversee and evaluate the effectiveness of funds expended and the programs expending such funds in support of the Jacksonville Journey, as established in Executive Order 2007-14; and  

WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Journey Oversight Committee shall be   composed of nine members appointed jointly by the Mayor and Council President and confirmed by the Council; and 

WHEREAS, the members shall serve staggered four year terms, except that three appointees’ first full term shall be for two years and three appointees first full term shall be for three years; and now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.   Appointment Confirmation.
The Council hereby confirms the Mayor’s and Council President’s appointment of William Carl “WC” Gentry, a Duval County resident, to the Jacksonville Journey Oversight Committee, in accordance with Ordinance 2008-555-E, Section 13, for a term of three years expiring December 31, 2011, and shall be considered a first full term. 


Section 2.  Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Margaret M. Sidman
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W. C. GENTRY

W. C. Gentry and his wife Susan are graduates of the Duval County public school system. Before
entering law school, Mr. Gentry taught and coached high school in Jacksonville. He received his Juris
Doctorate magna cum laude from the University of Florida College of Law in 1971 and for over thirty
years has handled trials and appeals in complex litigation, including constitutional issues. He presently
devotes much of his time to public interest matters, principally involving education. He was appointed to
the State of Florida Council on Education Policy, Research and Improvement (CEPRI) in 2002 (Chair
2004-05), where he was involved in research and development of numerous education policy papers,
including analysis of state expenditures for teacher training; development of a model to assess the effects of
teacher training on student performance; analysis of collateral effects of the class size amendment; and
recommendations for work force and career and professional education. From 2004 to 2007, he served as
pro bono counsel to the Senate in successfully defending legal challenges to education appropriations under
the Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP). In 2006, he worked with legislative leaders and staff in
addressing co-teaching and class size reduction issues. He serves on the Boards of the Early Leamning
Coalition of Duval and The Alliance for World Class Education. He is a founding Director and Chair,
Schultz Center for Teaching and Leadership. He has also served as pro bono counsel to the Duval County
School Board and the Florida School Boards Association. In December 2007, he was appointed by the
Mayor of Jacksonville to Chair the Education Subcommittee of the "Jacksonville Journey" to deal with
crime and community issues.

In 1987-88, Mr. Gentry served as pro bono special counsel to the Mayor of Jacksonville and as an
Assistant State Attorney on environmental matters. In those capacities, he was instrumental in helping
resolve Jacksonville’s odor pollution. Subsequently, he served as Chairman of the Ethics Commission of
the City of Jacksonville and oversaw development of the Commission’s guidelines and operating
procedures. From 1995-1998, he was principally involved in representing the State of Florida in landmark
litigation against the Tobacco Industry. Mr. Gentry has been named one of America’s leading trial lawyers
by Town & Country Magazine’s “Guide to the Best Lawyers in America,” Woodward-White’s The Best
Lawyers in America 1986-2007 and has been profiled by Florida Trend Magazine as one of Florida’s “Top
Trial Lawyers”. He has been a frequent lecturer and has authored numerous articles and book chapters on
legal subjects. He has served as an adjunct professor, University of Florida College of Law and is past

Chairman of the Board of Trustees, University of Florida College of Law (2005-07).
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